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Querdenkerplattform: Wien – Europa 

Policy Crossover Center: Vienna – Europe (PCC) 

Reads and Gifts: Books on Europe 

The end of 2016 is fast approaching and we now have a moment to reconsider the European project. 
We searched for books published in 2016 that could help us improve the EU, reconnect it with its 
citizens and find ways to cope with rising populism, not least after Trump’s election in the USA. We 
propose the following reading list to give us food for thought. No individual book presents a complete 
solution, but all of them address important issues.  

Enjoy Reading! Let us stimulate discussions and reforms in Europe! 

The Team of the “Policy Crossover Center: Vienna-Europe” 

 

John Andrews: The World in Conflict - Understanding the World's Troublespots 
The Economist Books, 2016 (English) 

Zygmunt Bauman: Die Angst vor den anderen - Ein Essay über Migration und Panikmache 
Edition Suhrkamp SV, 2016 (German) 

Beáta Farkas: Models of Capitalism in the European Union - Post-crisis Perspectives 
Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2016 (English) 

Luc Frieden, Nicolaus Heinen, Stephan Leithner: Europa 5.0: Ein Geschäftsmodell für 
unseren Kontinent 
Campus, 2016 (German) 

Giles Merritt: Slippery Slope: Europe’s Troubled Future 
OUP Oxford, 2016 (English) 

 

John Andrews 
The World in Conflict - Understanding the World's Troublespots 
The Economist Books, 2016 (English) 

The nature of conflicts is changing, this is highly relevant for the future of Europe. 

This is a competent book on worldwide conflicts, ordered by geographical regions, written by a 
correspondent of the Economist. In general, conflicts are declining with respect to the number of 
causalities; the latter declined from 180,000 deceased per year in 1950-90, to 100,000 in the nineties 
and 55,000 in the first decade of the new millennium. And the nature of conflict is changing from 
conflict between nations to civil wars and insurgencies. 

Violent Islam is the upward tick. Its roots stem from US support of the Arab Muslim Mujahedeen (to 
help expel Russia from Afghanistan) but also from unsolved problems in Israel and Palestine. It is 
propelled by the attempt to establish a new caliphate in Irak and greater Syria (“Levante”). Al Qaeda 
has changed warfare through intensive use of social media, gaining international attention with a 
fluent English-speaking star journalist (Anwar al Alwaki) and franchising the name Al Qaeda to 
different groups in diverse counties. 

The chapter on Europe analyses conflicts from Ireland to former Yugoslavia (which led to 130,000 
causalities and 2 million displaced people), as well as in the Basque provinces (in France and Spain) 
and in Corsica. It acknowledges the Nobel Peace Prize, which rightly highlights the European 
advancements of peace and reconciliation, democracy and human rights. However, problems are 
looming in the West Balkans, where conflicts between Muslims and Christian Orthodox, Serbians, 
Croatians, Albanians and Kosovars remain unsolved. 

http://www.querdenkereuropa.at/
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Zygmunt Bauman 
Die Angst vor den anderen - Ein Essay über Migration und Panikmache 
Edition Suhrkamp SV, 2016 (German) 

Reasons for anti-immigrant sentiments and chances offered by migration. 

Four messages of the book help to understand migration, the fear it creates and the potential rewards 
it may bring: 

• Migration will continue in the long run, driven by ageing in industrialized countries and enormous 
differences in per capita income between the countries of origin and Europe. Additionally, political 
conflicts and climate catastrophes will push people to look for better life chances. Europe can mitigate 
the flows in the long run and we can interrupt them in the short run, but we cannot prevent them – 
not through negative reactions, and only a little bit -in the long run- through proactive ex ante 
policies. 

• People arriving in Europe today present a specific problem for those groups currently at the 
lowest level of our hierarchical society, because the underprivileged of today want someone upon 
whom they can look down. This results from human nature and economic interest (well known in 
utility theory as relative utility stemming from a comparison with other people´s consumption rather 
than from intrinsic value of consumption goods). Therefore, it could make sense to treat migrants as 
visitors with obligations not as guests. It is important for a society and the economy that migrants – if 
they want to stay – become integrated citizens, however, affording them the status of welcomed 
guests as a first reaction will not work and fuel populist policy responses.  

• Governments striving for autocratic and military power will always be delighted if migration 
generates problems. This increases their grip on power, makes regimes rather independent of 
democratic processes and legitimizes a military build-up, as demonstrated in Turkey and Russia. In 
democratic regimes it boosts the popularity of the government, as shown by the short run boost in 
the approval of President Francois Hollande after the terror attacks. 

• In the long run Europe needs inward migration and we will live in a crowded, heterogeneous 
society. Colorful sub-districts in large cities are often highly appreciated for culture, food and 
entertainment, but sometimes also known for criminal conduct and insecurity like the ‘banlieue’ in 
Paris. We can decide to use or negate the advantages of heterogeneity. But a society should 
communicate with the migrants, whether it be to our delight or horror.  

This is a revealing book based on intensive social, political and historical facts, including the thoughts 
of Immanuel Kant, a reference to Aesop’s fables, the Enzyklika “Laudate Si” of Pope Francis and the 
scientific research of Charles Reich. 

 

Beáta Farkas 
Models of Capitalism in the European Union - Post-crisis Perspectives 
Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2016 (English) 

“Minimal convergence” needed, no one size fits to all. 

Beate Farkas is a Polish-British sociologist from the University of Szeged, a new center of excellence in 
Hungary. The book revisits the topic of “types of capitalism” and, specifically, different models 
throughout Europe. The author concludes that crisis has not triggered convergence, but rather 
revealed and petrified differences across EU member states, whether it be on the north-south or east–
west axis. At the same time, one should not look for which variant of capitalism will survive, but 
acknowledge that we do not have a purely capitalistic regime but rather mixed systems (with 
government shares of GDP not too far from and in several countries above 50%). We should neither 
pursue a blind critique of austerity nor tacit approval of limiting the scope of freedom cross the EU. 

Instead to hope for convergence, the policy strategy should be learning to live with differences. We 
have to define criteria for a “minimal necessary convergence”. Only this strategy is compatible with 
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increased heterogeneity in Europe and high uncertainty about which social and ecological innovations 
are best for reinvigorating the European story. 

The correct question for designing a successful European strategy should therefore be how big 
differences in institutions and policy can be in order for an internal European market to remain 
functional. A model of differentiated integration, i.e. a non-transitory deviation, could be helpful for 
the EU. This would stand in contrast to the model of “ever deeper integration” for Europe. It is 
somewhat related to the idea of “continental partnership” developed by Bruegel (see Read of the 
Month November 2016: Pisani-Ferry et al. “Europe after Brexit: A proposal for a continental 
partnership”). The author’s interest in details and empirical data also makes this book a stimulating 
read for non-economists. 

 

Luc Frieden, Nicolaus Heinen, Stephan Leithner 
Europa 5.0: Ein Geschäftsmodell für unseren Kontinent 
Campus, 2016 (German) 

One-sided pro-business, but spreading optimism and providing best practice. 

The analysis starts with the problem of low dynamics in Europe and the six years lost after the 
Financial Crisis. New growth engines are needed, including a new “European narrative” after the 
peace project (Europe 1.0), political and economic integration (Europe 2.0), the extension to the east 
and south (Europe 3.0) and the monetary union (Europe 4.0).  

Europe 5.0 should build on strong and deeply inter-connected firms. The capital stock has to be 
modernized, with government support helping to generating private capital and wealth. The book 
describes success stories, decrying the eventual resolution of the Eurozone and reform fatigue, as well 
as the instruments of high debt and low interest rates. It recommends intensive and efficient use of 
factors of production, and the building up of capital for a secure pension after a longer working life. 
The positive impact of free trade, export orientation and European infrastructure across national 
borders is highlighted. Growth and employment should be supported through in work benefits, tax 
incentives for investment, and strategic trade policy. It calls for progressivity, not only for taxes but 
also for social contributions. The book acknowledges very unequal wealth, but nearly totally ignores 
climate change. Global warming is downgraded by labelling forecasts to be highly uncertain. Ecological 
policy should be stringent outside Europe (sic!). On the positive side, however, Europe can build up 
knowledge to be used in other countries.  

This is an agenda of business leaders for business, and the role of education and other types of 
intangible investment is underrated. The book is a good medicine against pessimism, which should 
have been tried earlier. Ignoring inequality and climate change as a source of European pessimism 
and low dynamics makes the book an antithesis to the wwwforeurope project, which emphasizes 
lower income spreads as a driver of consumption and higher standards for de-carbonisation as a 
driver of investment (Karl Aiginger “New Dynamics for Europe”). The most valuable message of 
Europe 5.0 remains: an optimistic future is necessary and feasible for Europe.  

 

Giles Merritt 
Slippery Slope: Europe’s Troubled Future 
OUP Oxford, 2016 (English) 

Unsurprising, but providing good lists of wrong myths and important to-dos. 

The book reports ten myths about Europe’s decline, some of which the reader will share and be very 
familiar with, and some of which are surprising but good strategic points. To the wrong myths belong 
that Europe fails in the area of basic innovations. In contrast, Europe is responsible for half of 
scientific breakthroughs but cannot capitalize on them. Another important point of departure from 
mainstream thinking is that, while Europe has problems in common with the US, it does not 

http://bruegel.org/2016/08/europe-after-brexit-a-proposal-for-a-continental-partnership/
http://bruegel.org/2016/08/europe-after-brexit-a-proposal-for-a-continental-partnership/
http://synthesis-report-part-i.foreurope.eu/
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necessarily have the same interests. Europe has a larger military capacity (measured in persons 
engaged in the 28 rather loosely connects armies) than the US and it does not lose jobs to Asia.  

Then follows a list of ten “to dos”. Among these are that Europe should increase investment into 
infrastructure and requires a higher EU budget to develop a migration policy to confront ageing. The 
waning of Europe’s early leadership on climate change is less known, but very important. Europe 
should furthermore close the gap between European institutions and the people, and does not need 
an all-powerful, all-knowing super state.  

The book has no overriding and surprising message. However, it supplies a good list of wrong myths 
and another for elements of possible solutions. Thus, it is a good starting point for thinking about a 
vision and new agenda for improving Europe. 

  


